Wildlife Enhancements
and Pollinator-friendly

Seed Mixes & Plants

Creating wildlife enhancements
and planting pollinator-friendly
landscape can supplement and

improve existing vegetation within
the project site. These proven
techniques increase wildlife and
plant species, resulting in an
increase of biodiversity within the
project site and beyond.

Using felled trees to create wildlife habitat piles within
the project site is a great way to attract wildlife species.
To maximize their effectiveness, wildlife habitat piles are
placed in strategic locations along designated wildlife
corridor areas. Wildlife habitat piles provide shelter and
food to many wildlife species and are a valuable,

Felled Trees and
Wildlife Habitat Piles

effective tool to create and/or increase biodiversity
within the project site area.

FIXED-KNOT, WOVEN WIRE

AGRICULTURAL FENCE Placing wildlife-friendly fencing at the project allows

Wildlife Friendly
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Bird boxes and nest boxes can be placed at locations

Bird Boxes and
Nest Boxes

throughout the project site, attracting a variety of bird
species, including Blue Birds, Kestrels, Owls, and
Sparrows. It is ideal to mount boxes on fences or poles
when possible, and add other protective measures,
such as shielding, to prevent unwanted predators from

invading nests.

: : Plant Michigan Pollinat
N a t I ve P 0 l l I n a t 0 r a n S Michigan Pollinator Habitat Planning Scorecard for Solar Sites Ic Iga n 0 I n a 0 r
This form was developed by the MSU Department of Entomology to guide vegetation management at solar installations to
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M . M M make them more supportive for native pollinators. Check the boxes and add up the points to determine whether the plans
p a n I n g SC e I I I e ro u g O u e p rOJ e C S I e WI u Se meet or exceed the minimum requirements. For more local information on pollinators and habitat: www.pollinators. msu.edu
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Frl en d l\l Pla nts an d plants, seeds, and grass that are native and indigenous to —— TEREME.. | ScCoreca rd
Ground Cover Seed

Project location: 16-20 species +8 pts

the area, as well as pollinator friendly. Several varieties of Developed by Michigan State

6. PLANT DIVERSITY UNDER SOLAR ARRAY*

ornamental trees and shrubs have been identified. R .. B University, the MI Pollinator Scorecard
An additional planting scheme will be utilized to help " ETIATME, b, Sesam ” provides a roadmap for developers to

IMPLEMENTATION m] More than 75% +15 pts 3
‘L’ M ° ° M ° ° M m] Measures taken to control weeds during Projects may have different species mixes under the solar array e a I ate th e S te d e e I O a I a n d
I I I Itl g ate VI eWS I nto th e p rOJ eCt S Ite W h I I e ke e p I n g W I t h th e season prior to seeding +10 pts panels and in the perimeter. Flower cover shouid be averaged V u I ’ V
[m] No weed control -20 pts across the entire site.
3. INSECTICIDE RISK

spirit of local requirements. Vegetation mitigation efforts Y ot CoThmirnmnam e management plan, and to consider the

m} Communication with local chemical [m} All wildflower seeds are from a source

ﬁgpicirt‘:?rzrewnsa stg: ;«?gi’itqeared on p— within 150 miles of the site +5 pts . . o . .
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Wl” ut|||ze natlve’ everg reen tree SpeC|eS. 4. AVAILABLE HABITAT COMPONENTS WITHIN 9. SEASONS WITH AT LEAST THREE BLOOMING FORB rISk Of InseCtICIde eXposure’ quallty Of
0.25 MILES (check/add all that apply) SPECIES PRESENT (check all that apply)

Native bunch grass for bee nesting +1 pt [m] Spring (April-May) +5 pts
Open sandy soil areas for bee nesting +1 pt [m] Summer (June-August) +5 pts

[m]

[m] L[] L[] . .

D G pm e Wl 0 Fellsesnberde) o existing habitat for pollinators, and the
[m] Clean, perennial water sources +1 pt )

S E E d S * For seeding in the panel array, these can be a short-stature :

wildffower mix or clovers and other non-native species beneficial to o .
2 X . Total points:
pollinators. If clovers are used, these should be seeded in locations

quality and diversity of wildflowers that

separate from the native wildflowers in the perimeter locations. Provides exceptional habitat 90+ points

Solar grass seed mixes are comprised of grasses that are S will be planted. Achieving a minimum

Measurements of percent cover should be based on the percent of Does not meet standards below 75 points
the ground surface covered by foliage as viewed from above.
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Refer to www.nativeplants.msu.edu or a local native wildflower S CO re Of 76 I S re u I red fo r a I I SO I a r
supplier for advice on plants that are attractive to pollinators and s
will work in various Michigan settings. { . B MICHIGAN STATE

wildlife habitat and sustainable growth. The seed mix is =2

not only native to the area, but also are favorable for
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developments on PA-116 (Michigan
Farmland and Open Space
Preservation Program) enrolled
properties.

developed for use in warm or cool seasons and could
include red and white clover pollinators. The grass helps
control erosion by providing a consistent ground cover,
maturing to a height of approximately 2 2 feet to
minimize mowing and shading concerns.




